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September 2, 2010
Dear Fellow Toastmasters 

The one emotion necessary to turn any endeavor from ordinary to extraordinary --- is passion.  Passion inspired me in 2008 to seek the privilege to serve all Toastmasters as a member of the Board of Directors of Toastmasters International. My earnest desire was to help put into place the unlimited possibilities of our bold and imaginative strategic plan -- to make Toastmasters the undisputed authority in the field of leadership and communication skills, throughout the world. 

When my hopes were realized and I was elected to serve on the Board, my goal was to help make our strategic plan a reality. As I now look back at my two years of service with my fellow Board members, the Executive Committee and the outstanding World Headquarters Staff, I am proud of the actions taken to implement many components of our strategic plan. 

Yes, much more needs to be done. But, I am confident that the new Board will continue this momentum, fine tune current policies, and improve many more aspects of our education and communication programs by tackling our new strategic plan.  I firmly believe that our Board created the footprints for the new Board to follow and while doing so leave footprints of their own and continue to improve our organization on a global scale, enhance our service to every club and member and “achieve greatness together.”

As a member of the Board, I also had the privilege to serve as an ambassador to all Toastmasters world-wide and especially to the dynamic District leadership teams in Region VII during 2008-10.  Know that the friendship you have extended me is indelibly imprinted in my heart.

I would be remiss not to mention Kristin Nicholson, DTM PID, who in 2008 guided me in my leadership on the Board and our Region; and Heath Suddleson, who will ably continue serving you on the Board this 2010-11 Toastmaster year. Of course, I wish our newly appointed Region Advisor, Joe Jarzombek, DTM, PID, much success in his new role to assist all of our Districts in the new Region VII.

I bid you adieu my dear friends and fellow Toastmasters and assure you that I will continue to serve you and our organization until that heavenly red light comes on for me.  You have my best wishes for your continued success-------and so, until we meet again at some podium and at some lectern, thank you for being you!

Annelie
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